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Our Nation is blessed that so many Americans cherish the role of father-
hood in our families, for fathers add a crucial stability and strength to our
lives. On Father’s Day, let us honor and give thanks to these men who
share with their children not only the precious gifts of life and love, but
also their time, attention, and the kind of caring concern that lasts a life-
time.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress ap-
proved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C. 142a), do hereby proclaim Sunday, June
15, 1997, as Father’s Day. I invite the States, communities, and citizens of
the United States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities that demonstrate our deep respect and abiding affection for our fa-
thers.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7011 of June 30, 1997

To Implement the World Trade Organization Ministerial
Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products
and the Agreement on Distilled Spirits

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. On December 13, 1996, the first Ministerial Meeting of the World Trade
Organization (‘‘the WTO’’) issued a Declaration On Trade In Information
Technology Products (‘‘the ITA’’), which established a framework for ex-
panding world trade in information technology products and enhancing
market access opportunities for such products. To implement that declara-
tion, 42 WTO members and governments in the process of acceding to the
WTO agreed to eliminate duties on information technology products. These
products encompass computers and computer equipment, semiconductors
and integrated circuits, computer software products, telecommunications
equipment, semiconductor manufacturing equipment, and computer-based
analytical instruments. The participants further agreed on the common ob-
jective of achieving, where appropriate, a common classification of such
goods for tariff purposes within the existing nomenclature of the Har-
monized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS), and on a pos-
sible future joint suggestion to the World Customs Organization to update
existing HS nomenclature or to otherwise remedy any divergence in classi-
fication of such goods or in interpretation of the HS nomenclature.

2. The United States and the European Union, on behalf of its 15 member
states, also reached agreement at the WTO Ministerial Meeting on the
elimination of duties on certain distilled spirits.
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3. Section 111(b) of the Uruguay Round Agreements Act (URAA)(19 U.S.C.
3521(b)) authorizes the President to proclaim the modification of any duty
or staged rate reduction of any duty set forth in Schedule XX for products
in tariff categories that were the subject of reciprocal duty elimination or
harmonization negotiations during the Uruguay Round, if the United States
agrees to such action in a multilateral negotiation under the auspices of the
WTO and after compliance with the requirements of section 115 of the
URAA (19 U.S.C. 3524). The products covered by the ITA and the Agree-
ment on Distilled Spirits were the subject of reciprocal duty elimination
negotiations during the Uruguay Round.

4. Accordingly, pursuant to section 111(b) of the URAA, I have determined
to proclaim modifications in the tariff categories and rates of duty set forth
in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule (‘‘the HTS’’), as set forth in the Annexes
to this proclamation.

5. Proclamation 6763 of December 23, 1994, implemented the tariff and
other customs treatment resulting from the Uruguay Round of multilateral
trade negotiations, as set forth in Schedule XX, with respect to the United
States. Proclamation 6641 of December 15, 1993, implemented the North
American Free Trade Agreement (‘‘the NAFTA’’) with respect to the United
States and incorporated in the HTS the tariff modifications and rules of ori-
gin necessary or appropriate to carry out or apply the NAFTA. Certain tariff
provisions established by these proclamations, including staged reductions
in rates of duty, and certain NAFTA rules of origin must be modified in
light of the implementation of the ITA, to ensure that the previously pro-
claimed tariff and other customs treatment will be continued, and to take
into account the tariff treatment provided for in the ITA. Accordingly, I
have determined to modify the HTS in order to continue or provide such
tariff and other customs treatment.

6. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (‘‘the 1974 Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 2483), authorizes the President to embody in the HTS the substance
of the relevant provisions of that Act, and of other acts affecting import
treatment, and actions thereunder, including removal, modification, con-
tinuance, or imposition of any rate of duty or other import restriction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States of America, including but not lim-
ited to section 111(b) of the URAA and section 604 of the 1974 Act, do
hereby proclaim:

(1) In order to provide for the immediate or staged elimination of duties
on the information technology products covered by the ITA and on certain
distilled spirits, and to make conforming changes in other provisions, the
HTS is modified as set forth in the Annexes to this proclamation.

(2) The modifications to the HTS made by this proclamation shall be ef-
fective with respect to goods entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for
consumption, on or after the dates specified in the Annexes to this procla-
mation.

(3) All provisions of previous proclamations and Executive orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Proclamation 7012 of July 18, 1997

Captive Nations Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From its earliest days as a Nation, America has been a champion of free-
dom and human dignity. Our Declaration of Independence was a ringing
cry against ‘‘the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these States’’
and affirmed the revolutionary concept that governments derive their pow-
ers from the free consent of those they govern. For more than two centuries
our Bill of Rights has guaranteed such basic human rights as freedom of
religion, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom from arbi-
trary arrest. With such a history and heritage, we can feel only outrage that
millions of people around the world still suffer beneath the shadow of op-
pression, their rights routinely violated by their own governments and lead-
ers.

Almost four decades ago, our Nation observed the first Captive Nations
Week to express formally our solidarity with the oppressed peoples of the
world. Since that time, thanks to our steadfast advocacy for democratic re-
form and universal human rights, and the courage and determination of
countless men and women around the globe, the world’s political land-
scape has undergone a remarkable transformation. Nations once dominated
by the Soviet Union and its satellite governments have blossomed into new
democracies, establishing free market economies and free societies that re-
spect individual rights. Families and countrymen once divided by walls
and barbed wire, now walk together in the fresh air of liberty. The unprece-
dented gathering of 44 countries at the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council
meeting earlier this month in Madrid symbolizes how far we have come
in building a stable, democratic, and undivided Europe.

Yet while countries like Poland, Romania, and Estonia are no longer among
the ranks of captive nations, too many others are still held hostage by tyr-
anny, and new nations still fall victim to the scourge of oppression. Trag-
ically, even as the wave of freedom and democratic reform sweeps across
Eastern and Central Europe, former Soviet bloc countries, and nations in
South America, Asia, and Africa, there are still governments that derive
their strength, not from the consent of their citizens, but from terror, repres-
sion, and exploitation. Too many leaders still fuel the fires of racial, ethnic,
and religious hatred; too many people still suffer from ignorance, prejudice,
and brutality.

As we observe Captive Nations Week this year, let us reaffirm our commit-
ment to the American ideals of freedom and justice. Let us strengthen our
resolve to promote respect for human rights and self-determination for
women and men of every nationality, creed, and race. Let us continue to
speak out for those who have no voice. It is our Nation’s obligation to do
so, as the world’s best hope for lasting peace and freedom and as a source
of enduring inspiration to oppressed peoples everywhere.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212),
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation des-
ignating the third week in July of each year as ‘‘Captive Nations Week.’’
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